Dear Sirs

We would like to provide Thornton Parish Council with information relating to the disused railway line, which runs from Thornton to Elslack, and which is privately owned by J J Duckworth (Estates) Ltd, and the reasons behind the recent re-locking of the gate onto the line.

Over the last 18 months we have suffered elevated levels of vandalism and motorcycle activity, as well as hare coursing, air rifle nuisance, and other forms of unwanted trespass and littering along the line.

These raised levels of activity have appeared on the radar of our Insurance providers and unfortunately we have been advised to secure the boundary of our land to prevent, or at least discourage, this unwelcome nuisance.  We particularly need to bar access to the motorcyclists, who if left to their own devices will injure either themselves, or worse still another one of the more welcomed walkers.
The securing of the railway fence is also meant to discourage the use of what is becoming a dangerous bridge structure, and also to deter people from scrambling up and down the steep railway banking, as we are fearful that somebody will soon hurt themselves.

The decision to secure the fence was not taken lightly and JJD Estates has only carried out this work safe in the knowledge that public access is still available over ‘Poo Bridge’, adjacent to Old Road, and diagonally across the adjacent field, therefore maintaining correct and legal pedestrian access from Thornton to Elslack.

As ever in such cases it is the behaviour of the few that has spoiled it for the majority and we regret having been forced into taking this course of action.

We have been saddened by the subsequent actions of certain individuals who have taken it upon themselves to damage the security fence time and time again in an effort to maintain access to the railway line at that point, and this has now become a Police matter.  We can only presume that their actions have been because they either don’t know where the correct footpath lies, or incorrectly presume that the old railway line is in Council ownership and that they have rights across it.  To alleviate this problem we are having a sign made to advise them of the lands ownership and to hopefully guide them on the correct path through the field.
We would be grateful if you would be so kind as to relay this information to those members of the Parish Council who may be interested, and assure them that our actions are not meant to be mean nor malicious, but have been enforced upon us due to the litigious climate that we all now live in.
We trust that the residents of Thornton, Earby, and beyond will continue to enjoy the correct access through to Elslack.

Assuring you of our best intentions at all times.

Yours faithfully

John Taylor

Director

on behalf of J J Duckworth (Estates) Ltd

