Thornton’s Open Gardens

Although during the preceding week the sun was not much in evidence, it certainly shone on Thornton in Craven at the weekend when about 20 of its beautiful gardens were open to visitors.  Over 300 people from all parts of Yorkshire and Lancashire and further afield visited the village over the two days to view the gardens and were very appreciative of all they saw and the welcome they received.  The Café in the Village Hall did brisk business serving home made refreshments and 3 members of the Craven Accordion Orchestra entertained visitors there each afternoon and   Barnoldswick Art Club had pictures on display.  Plants, cakes and preserves on sale proved very popular. 

The Open Gardens with Sitooteries Festival has been held for 5 years now and goes from strength to strength; this year’s event being the most successful for St Mary’s Church who organise the festival.  Many visitors have now become ‘regulars’ with some wanting to know next year’s dates!

Visitors had a hard task when asked to vote for the garden that had given them the most pleasure. The garden at Rose Cottage, home of the Briggs family came out top of the poll ahead of Wayside and Old Cote Farm.  A competition to locate certain objects within the gardens produced 4 all- correct entries; Christopher Jackson, Ryan Salorian, the Horrocks family and sisters Deborah Jones & Rachael Holmes.

St Mary’s Church would like to thank everyone who helped to make the weekend such a great success and especially all the visitors. The proceeds are for the “All’s Well at St Mary’s” project, to enhance the area around the ancient well in the churchyard.  

