Thornton 1st Xl v Sandy Lane 16/8/2008

After another week of poor weather it was fine and bright as Kev and Jack opened our innings after Jas had won the toss. It was as ever a sedate start and it was in the tenth over before we reached double figure. We had moved onto 43 when Jack was caught behind. Foz looked more confident than of late and the pair took the score to 112 before Foz was caught after scoring 31 at a run a ball. Scott added 10 out of the next 47 and then was bowled, 159 for 3. Jags quickly followed him back to the hut, 162 for 4. Kevin had moved on to a ton but had been strangely bogged down in the nineties before he was caught, 179 for 5. Mark Proc (25) and Jason (42) then put on 54 with some good running and hitting as we finished on 233 for 5 Jason’s 42 coming from 17 balls. 

In reply Sandy Lane had scored 30 when Mat Bowks held a good catch for Paco to send back the opener. They had scored freely from Jason and his replacement Scott before Jack ran in from the boundary to hold a good catch to remove the dangerous Aktar for Paco’s second wicket, 70 for 2. His next wicket came from a similar catch from Jack, 87 for 3. In his next over Paco bowled the opposition’s wicketkeeper, 94 for 4. Scott’s first wicket was thanks to a catch from the skipper, 94 for 5. But after conceding two boundaries with the first ball of his next over Matt Bowker held a magnificent catch at square leg for Scott’s second wicket, 109 for 6. Jack took over from Paco, Jags from Scott and the score had moved to 131 when Jags held a caught and bowled chance, 131 for 7.Jack took some tap and Jason took over he too holding a return chance, 183 for 8. Sandy Lane continued to attack and they had moved on to 217 before Jason brought back Paco, he did take the wicket clean bowling the number ten, 228 for 9. But for some strange reason Jason was again bowling and they hit him to all parts getting the winning runs with a six from the first ball of the 45th over. On reflection a good game but we still haven’t beat the hillsiders.

Wynn Cup Final Thornton v Cullingworth 17/8/08

After heavy overnight rain we started on time on a wet looking wicket. It wasn’t until halfway through the opposition’s innings that I found out that again we had won the toss and invited them to bat. In my book a cardinal sin, especially considering that after yesterdays ton Kev would have to field before getting his chance to bat. Paco’s opening spell was magnificent conceding only 3 runs from his first eight overs. We had had a short break for rain but couldn’t halt Marshall’s scoring as they moved on to 48 from 16 overs. They had taken eight from Jack’s first over but then his length and line improved and with Jason at the other end the flow of runs was stemmed. Jags had taken over from Jas and in the 31st over Paco took a catch in the deep to remove Brett, 112 for 1. They had sent in Poole to hit and hit he did. Marshall finally nicked one to Tom off Jags having scored 92, 147 for 2. This years pro South African Varley was next to the wicket wit some smart running and hitting they moved on to 177 when Poole holed out Jason taking the catch for the returning Paco. Chris Welch got a dozen before Tom held his second catch for Jason, 209 for 4. Varley then mercilessly ran out Steve Welch 218 for 5. They scored 2 from the last two overs with Varley 4 not out as they finished on 240 at the end of the overs.

The normal opening pair of Kev and Jack had scored just ten when in the 6th over Kevin spooned a catch to a jubilant Poole. Jack was then out bowled by Robinsonl. Foz scored 16 before he fell, lbw, 36 for 3. Scott was batting well but Jags looked to be struggling and had scored 10 when he holed out off Hall, 56 for 5. Holty only lasted 4 balls, before he was caught, 59 for 5. Proc stuck around a while but Scott was caught in the deep two balls after being dropped by the same fielder for 18, which left us 70 for 6. Jason then called Proc for a suicidal single and Proc was out by a mile, 71 for 7. Jason holed out, 75 for 8. Bowks was bowled second ball, 75 for 9. The last pair put on 47 with Paco starting a stonewall defence before enjoying having a dip with good support from Tom Day. Tom was bowled in the 45th over having scored 24 leaving Paco 21 not out.

A poor bating performance, it was as though we gave in after their innings of 240, but as I remarked earlier perhaps we should have batted first.
