JUNE

Mon 13th
19.15


W.I. Meeting in Thornton village hall

Tue 14th
19.30


FiF Mass at St Mary’s  

Sat 18th



Thornton Sitooterie begins

FiF MASS

On Tuesday evening, on the 14th, we welcome other members of Forward in Faith in the diocese to a Mass at St Mary’s.  This is particularly important for those in parishes other than ours or St Chad’s, where they cannot be sure of finding traditional teaching and liturgy:  many, it is true, have fallen away in quiet despair, but others still look for support and fellowship from these regular services.  Fr Graham Sanders will be the preacher.

TRINITY AT ST MARY’S

Many thanks to all who helped with the lunch, and welcomed the ex-congregation of St Mary Magdalene’s to Thornton Church on Trinity Sunday.  They enjoyed it hugely.

FiF ANNUAL MEETING

Robert Hall and Fr Nicholas were re-elected to the diocesan committee – no surprises there.  Fr Sam Philpott, from Plymouth, and a veteran of General Synod gave a strong and passionate talk on the likely outcome of General Synod’s plans for women bishops.  For a more up to date assessment from him, showing that we have only five years left at most, and possibly even less, read his article in this month’s New Directions (note the shameless plug).
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MOTHERS’ UNION

At our May meeting we all enjoyed welcoming again Janet Wade and hearing the work of the MU brought up to date.
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Our outing to East Riddlesden Hall, Keighley is on Wednesday, 8th June, in the afternoon, and is open to everyone.  The cost is £4 each; National Trust members are free (remember to bring your membership card!).  We will pay individually for refreshments.  Please meet at the Love Tree at 1.15pm but could you please let me know if you are coming to give us an idea of numbers and the number of cars required for transport.                                       Phyl Marr
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Broughton with Elslack W.I.

Mrs Florence Hayley presided at the May meeting, when Mrs Sara Giles presented two resolutions, which are to be voted upon, when she attends the National AGM, in the Albert Hall, London, in June.  The first ‘Waste recycling and its effects’, and secondly ‘The differential between milk prices at the farm gate and the retail price in supermarkets.’  

Members were in favour of both resolutions, and if passed will be put before the Government.  Members were also reminded about the Group Walk, which is to be held at 6pm on the 28th June at Long Preston. 

The speaker for the evening was Mrs Ann Farnell, who gave an excellent demonstration of tempting Easy Starters; members were able to sample the results during supper.

The next meeting will be on the 13th June at 7.15pm in Thornton Village Hall, and will take the form of ‘A musical Evening with Accordions’; all ladies are welcome.
Marjorie Lord

Thornton’s Open Gardens & Sitooteries

18th &19th June, 12noon to 5pm.

Many thanks to all who have agreed to open their gardens for this festival weekend.  We are very pleased to report that once again there will be ‘new’ gardens for you to visit along with ones that are now familiar.  We really do appreciate all the back-breaking work that goes on before the gardens are opened; thank you all.

Admission to the gardens is by Trail Map on sale at the Village Hall, price  £3 per adult, accompanied children free.  There will be competitions for all ages and a trophy will be presented to the garden which is voted to have given most pleasure to the visitors. 

The Café will operate from the Village Hall and visitors will be entertained by a group of accordionists between 3 & 4pm each day as well as being able to admire the work of the Barnoldswick Art Group which will be displayed around the hall.  It is hoped that some members of the group will be painting and sketching around the village over the weekend.

Rotas are now being drawn up for the Café and the various stalls we are running (cakes, preserves, plants, gardening items & Tombola) so if you could spare an hour over the weekend do let us know. Jill Crouch 842029 or Pam Greenwood 842682.

Congratulations to two recent winners,

April    – 
Mrs Lillian Bancroft

May      -
Mr Malcolm Stead

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE

Confirmed at no more than £135 per person, we have now booked the pilgrimage to Walsingham – Monday, 12th September to Thursday, 15th.


If you did not book but would like to, there may still be the opportunity to join us – if the Shrine has the room, which (being midweek) is quite possible – then do see me.


                   Fr Nicholas 

Thornton Village Fete Weekend

The Village Fete will take place on Sunday, 3rd July on the Village Cricket Field starting at 12.30pm. 

Delicious food will be available from the Barbeque and a bar will be in operation throughout the afternoon. The WI will be serving afternoon teas in the marquee.  There will be games and competitions for all ages plus various craft stalls.

One competition to be thinking about now and is open to both adults and children –

On the day bring a matchbox containing as many different objects as possible.

Rules are

· Standard sized matchbox (not Swan Vestas)

· All contents to be listed

· Only 1 of each item

· Must be visible to the naked eye

Tickets are £1 for adults, 50p for children, pre-school children free which includes entry into a prize draw for a bicycle 

All offers of help on the day of the fete will be gratefully accepted.

‘The Summer Soiree’ will be held the previous evening, 2nd July in the marquee on the Cricket Field commencing at 7pm when the Barbeque will be lit so that you can cook your own food and the bar will be in operation and there will be music until late.

School News

The Head teacher, Mrs Barbara Thompson has taken up a promotional position in Aberdeen and left the school at the half term break. We wish her well and welcome Mrs Karen Hawkins as acting Head.

Thanks

Every year, we depend on the good will of local farmers, for the loan of their sheep to keep the grass down in the churchyards – a most effective, appropriate and ‘green’ method.


For many years, John Mawson has driven his sheep up the lane to look after All Saints’ churchyard.  This year, we wish him a full and speedy recovery after his hip operation.  And offer thanks to Keith Guy, for putting his sheep in to eat the grass.  At Thornton we thank the Berry family for their continuing assistance even if we cannot pronounce the name of the breed of sheep! Thanks are due to Chris Simpson whose sheep do the honours at Marton.  We are most grateful to all of them.

WILLIAM BYRD MASS

Sun, 10th July at All Saints, Broughton at 7 p.m.


The Staincliffe Singers will sing 


the William Byrd Mass Setting ‘in four voices’.

In the first two decades of the reign of Elizabeth I, there was a considerably greater degree of tolerance and openness than in the latter years of that century, before excommunication, the threat of invasion and the growing power and influence of the Puritans allowed the Church of England to turn in on itself.


In many parish churches, there was a strange mix of English and Latin – sometimes the Prayer Book Mass (for that is what it was called) in Latin (following the official translation) with the sung parts in English;  and sometimes – as we will have it – the reverse:  the said parts in English and the sung parts in Latin.


Byrd was one of the finest composers of that time, and a devout Roman Catholic:  his music would certainly have been sung in those churches who wanted to hold on to the traditional forms.

The nice guys

It is an unwritten axiom of contemporary social commentary that it is the agnostics who are the nice guys, tolerant, broad-minded and easy-going, in marked contrast to the Christian believers, who are at best hypocrites, and at worst the sons of extremists, hard-liners and bigots.


One’s instinctive reaction is to defend one’s fellow believers against this simplistic parody, but let us instead suppose that these (liberal) agnostics really are the good guys. How has this come about?


The first thing to note is that by ‘agnostic’ is meant quite a specific group of deliberate non-believers, deliberate in that they were brought up as Christians, and so have had something specific to reject. The larger number of ‘never-knew, never-cared’ are not included here.


‘My parents were Christian fundamentalists,’ ‘my mother went to Mass every week;’ a whole world of faith and loss of faith is conjured up in such simple, emblematic phrases. We are talking about a group I have always thought of as ‘the first generation lapsed’.


Thinking in wild generalizations, I truly do believe such people are the real nice guys. Imbued with the Christian virtues and moral life, they possess a complacency and self-esteem that makes them genuinely easier, more relaxed and tolerant than those poor sinners who still believe.


And so they want to pass on the same, self-assured, contented generosity to their children. Only to discover (and this is one of the great sadnesses of modern secular liberalism) that they cannot. A quick baptism or a church school does not work. It ought to, but it does not. 


I suspect this has much to do with the comfortable relaxation about sin, the slight smugness that comes even from smiling complacency, but it is still a real sadness, for the intentions are generally of the highest order. The hopes and the plans suggest that this is how modern parents should best bring up their children. But it does not work. 


The second generation lapsed never fulfil the hopes of their parents, still less of their grandparents. How to become a nice guy? It’s your parents what did it for you. 


You, in turn, can only do it for your children – by going back to church, for real.
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