MAY

Sun 1st
19.00


Rogation Service at Broughton

Thu 5th
07.00


Ascension Day service at St Mary’s

Sun 8th



English Church Census

Wed 11th
19.30


Marton DCC Meeting

Thu 12th
19.00


FiF Bradford AGM at Shipley

Sat 14th
10.00+


‘All are Called’ vocations day

Tue 17th
19.30


Thornton DCC Meeting

Sun 22nd
10.30


Sung Mass at St Mary’s

Mon 23rd
19.30


Broughton DCC Meeting

Mon 23rd

19.30


Study Group Meets – venue  tba

JUNE

Tue 14th
19.30


FiF Mass at St Mary’s  

Sat 18th & Sun 19th noon to 5pm



Thornton Open Gardens & Sitooteries 

ROGATION SUNDAY

[image: image1.wmf]Sunday, 1st May, at 7.00 p.m. at All Saints’, Broughton, and from there moving to spring, field, garden and churchyard, before retiring to the hall for refreshments.  Our preacher is Fr Sean Gilligan of St Anne’s Catholic Church in Keighley.  This is an ecumenical service – do make members of other churches and parishes welcome.

TRINITY AT ST MARY’S
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Another chance for a lie-in?  Sunday, 22nd May:  the main service will be at 10.30 a.m., when we can welcome the former congregation of St Mary Magdalene’s, Manningham, closed nearly a year ago.  Most are still worshipping together, at St Chad’s, but others have dispersed to other churches around Bradford.


They are coming out, and we will give them a lunch in the village hall afterwards, and allow them to see how we are looking after their statue of Mary and Child, and the other church valuables we received from them on permanent loan.  Do make them welcome:  they have given us a great deal.

ENGLISH CHURCH CENSUS

On May 8th.  Unusually this has nothing to do with either money or the diocese, but is what it says – a census of church attendance, organized nationally, to find out who goes to church – do fill out the forms:  there is no conspiracy, no hidden plan.

VOCATIONS DAY

On Saturday, 14th, Deacon Ann and others in the diocese are organizing a day to make known the whole range of vocations within the Church of England – not only the sacred ministry, but also Church Army evangelism and the religious life for men and women. A large number of different organizations and people will be present, and a good deal of information.  Do ask for more information.

FiF ANNUAL MEETING

Where would we be without the support of Forward in Faith?  Probably not as secure and confident as we are – it is the national organization that has made traditionalist Anglican worship possible across the country.


The diocesan annual meeting will be held at Shipley Library on Thursday the 12th, from 7 p.m.  Archdeacon Sam Philpotts, the ‘Devon bulldog’, will be addressing the assembly.

        MOTHERS’ UNION 
Instead of a local meeting in April we took part in the Lady Day service at Holy Trinity Church, Skipton.


At our May meeting on Wednesday, 4th May at 7.30pm (please note time) Janet Wade, well known to us all and former diocesan president will be speaking about the Mothers’ Union . Looking ahead, our outing to East Riddlesden Hall is on 8th June , not the 1st which falls within half term and is therefore too busy. More details later.   
          Phyl Marr

          

 Broughton with Elslack W.I.

Mrs Helen Edmondson welcomed members and a number of village residents to the April open meeting.


She kept the business short, reminding members about the trip to the exhibition at Ripley Castle to celebrate the WI’s 90th anniversary, on 12th May.  Five cars are going and members were asked to confer amongst themselves regarding travel arrangements.      


Mr Cedric Robinson MBE, MSc, gave a humorous and interesting talk, on his “40 Years on Morecambe Bay “ Mr Robinson, started his working life as a fisherman on Morecambe Bay, but because of his intimate knowledge of the tides and quicksands, eventually became the official guide for walks across the sands.  Over the last forty years, he has conducted many thousands of people from all corners of the world safely across the bay.  A number of celebrities have made the crossing with him, including Prince Phillip, in a horse drawn carriage, Judith Chalmers for a holiday programme and Haley from Coronation Street, who was raising money for charity.  He also has a great love of wildlife and nature, which was reflected in his beautiful slides.


The next meeting is on 9th May in Thornton Village Hall, at 7.15pm when the Ann Farnell will demonstrate “Easy Starters and Small Meals” All ladies are welcome.                                                          
WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE

Of all the places to go for a first pilgrimage, Walsingham is probably the best.  I was planning a Monday to Thursday in the autumn.


Little Walsingham is a small, very attractive, largely medieval village in north Norfolk, four miles from Wells-next-the-sea.  It is also the national Shrine of England, founded in late Saxon times, destroyed by Henry VIII and restored by the parish priest in 1931.  It, of course, welcomes all people, but the shrine priests and guardians are all traditionalist Anglican.  It is the major focus of healing prayer in this country – sprinkling at the holy well is a valuable part of any pilgrimage.


I was thinking that to keep the costs down, we should (if there are enough people with cars) to travel down independently. Three nights stay at the shrine with half board (there is a fine new refectory, where lunch is also available, as well as three or four good pubs in the village), shared cost of petrol and carparking in Walsingham, and a pilgrim manual should come to no more than £135 per person, and possibly a bit less.


It is not all piety;  a pilgrimage can also be a holiday, and there would be a chance on the middle two days to visit the north Norfolk coast, or Sandringham and other tourist venues in the region.


Mid-week in the early autumn should be a quiet enough time for us to have our own sitting room in the shrine hostel for any talks and preparation, and for people to get to know the Shrine as a whole.  It is still within the main pilgrimage season, but not as busy as at weekends or in the summer.


The attraction of Walsingham for a first time pilgrim is that it is big enough not to make one self conscious, with enough going on to make it interesting, and at that time of year not too busy that one cannot find peace and quiet.  It is also a very pleasant place in its own right.


There is no minimum or maximum number – around a dozen would be good – but once we book we must keep to that number.  Do let me know soon if you are interested.

                                     Fr Nicholas 

Sitooterie

This year’s festival of Open Gardens featuring Sitooteries will take place on Saturday & Sunday, 18th & 19th June from 12noon until 5pm. Proceeds are for the refurbishment of the area surrounding St Mary’s Well.


The format will be similar to previous years although the Café will be located in (and out of) the Village Hall, according to the weather. Each afternoon visitors to the Café between 3 & 4pm will be entertained by a group of accordionists.


Admission to the gardens is by Trail Map on sale at the Village Hall - £3 per adult, accompanied children free. There will be competitions for adults and children and various stalls; cakes & preserves, gardening accessories, plants & Tombola.


If you would like to help in any way; baking, donating items for the stalls or working for a spell during the weekend please contact Jill Crouch 842029 or Jo Holland 843383.


Many thanks to all who have offered to open their gardens for the festival; it could not take place without your cooperation and thank you to all residents for the friendly welcome you give to our visitors. Each year we receive much favourable comment in this respect. 

School News

As the weather hopefully improves, the school will be involved in lots of extra sporting activities such as Tag Rugby, Cricket & Football; some of these events are sponsored and the money raised is used to provide other sports facilities and resources. With this in mind we are having a sponsored ‘football goal score’. If you have not been asked to sponsor a child and feel you would like to contribute please phone school 843381.


On Friday, 13th May  the friends of Thornton School are holding a Bingo Evening at 6.30pm. Cost is £1 payable at the door. We look forward to ‘A Full House’.  


If you have any Tesco Computers for School Vouchers Thornton School would be very happy to receive them.  The school can exchange the vouchers for additional computer equipment. If you would like someone to collect them please phone school on  the number quoted above.                         
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

Christian Aid week this year is from 15th – 21st May. Any money raised is given to local community organisations, to help those in poverty find their own solutions to the problems they face. It does not give money to governments.  Please support this work.    PM
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