
THORNTON IN CRAVEN 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING. 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Village Hall on the 11th May 2022 

at 6.30pm. 
 

Present:   Councillor Lockyer, Chairman 
  District Councillor Richard Pringle 

Mags Smith, Parish Council Clerk 
  10 members of the public. 

 
Apologies:  

District Councillor Patrick Mulligan  
County Councillor Andy Solloway 
Katie Smith, Headteacher Thornton in Craven Primary School 

 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes from the meeting held on 26th May 2021. 

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 26th May 
2021 were approved. 

 
2. Invited Guests 

 Katie Smith – Headteacher Thornton in Craven Primary School 
In her absence, Mrs Smith sent the following: 

2020/21 Number on Roll: 
We have 82 children on roll at the moment and 7 children in our nursery.  We have 

12 Y6 pupils leaving this summer and 11 reception pupils will join us in September.  We 
estimate that our pupil numbers from reception to Y6 next year will be 81. We have a 
stable staffing structure and many of our staff have been with the school for ten years or 
more.   

 
Changes over the last two years: 
We opened our nursery provision in September 2019 and despite covid this has been 
very successful and well attended.  This means we have moved to a four-class structure 
of: 
 
N/R 
Y1/2 
Y3/4 
Y5/6 
 
Our class sizes are small which is an additional selling point for our school.  Due to 
coronavirus we ‘closed’ in March 2020 and during the first wave we worked as a hub 
with other primary schools caring for keyworker children at another site.  We ‘reopened’ 
in June 2020 and we were able to offer all children a school place who requested one.  
We were fully open in Autumn 2020 before closing again in January. Our keyworker 
numbers were much higher for the latest closure and nearly 50% of our pupils attended 
school while the rest were educated remotely at home.  We are now fully open to all 
pupils.   We extend our thanks to all village residents for their patience while we have 
had to stagger the start and end of the school day. 

 



To date we have not had an in-school case of coronavirus or bubble closure. 
 
Our extended care continues to be very successful and we aim to return to an extended 
day offer of 8am to 5.30pm from September.  This staggers the times that children come 
to school and leave the school and is part of the government expectation that all schools 
offer extended care for pupils.  Both are popular and highly regarded by our parents. 
 
Links with the community and wider world: 
Virtual visit with Thornton Hall nursing home. 
Supported Thornton Hall nursing home raffle at Christmas time. 
Small socially distanced carol service at Church held. 
Three Thornton-in-Craven residents serve on our governing body. 
Work with the church is planned in June for an ecology survey in the church grounds 
Connecting classrooms project underway linking with a school in Zimbabwe. 

 
3. Report from Ward Councillors 
District Councillor Richard Pringle reported on the recent elections and gave thanks to 
Cllr Patrick Mulligan for his work in the area. Cllr Andy Solloway is the new County 
Councillor for Skipton & West Craven. NYCC and Craven District Council will work 
together for the next year and in May 2022 North Yorkshire Council will come into being. 

 
 

4. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Lockyer gave a power point presentation showing the work the Parish Council. 
 
The slides from the Power point presentation can be found on the website 
www.thorntonincraven.co.uk. 
Traffic speed in the village 

• New Vehicle Activated Sign (April 21) 
• Flashes at or above 31mph 
• Mains powered from light column 
• Speed data download and analysis 
• Monitor traffic on A56 and Church Rd 

 
Street lighting 

• Parish Council owns and maintains 
most village street lights 

• Total 30  - 17 LED  
  - 13 sodium 

               -  replaced 2 lights by church and on Cam Lane 
  -  in progress 4 retrofit sodium to LED  
  -  replace concrete column on Queens Garth  

• LED for Heritage style - about 70% energy saving 
• Report faulty light  - https://myaccount.northyorks.gov.uk/streetlight 

 
Dog waste bin 

Relocated bin down to railway line  
New location resulted in greater use 
New larger bin. 
 
Preventing Land Misuse 
Area of land adjacent to railway track 
Often used by off-road motor bikes 
Owned by Elslack estate 
Agreed to block access and plant tree 

https://myaccount.northyorks.gov.uk/streetlight


Village Hall Events 
• Events Committee – Bake Off this Saturday, forthcoming Live music night & fell race 
• New rear roof membrane and replaced cracked slates 
• New tarmac front area, new exterior side lighting 
• New bar fridge, new large fridge/freezer 
• New Christmas exterior lights 
• WiFi music streaming in both rooms incl Spotify 
• New Friday Baby & Toddler group 
• Door and stair gates 
• Converted old kitchen into storage 
• Online booking and approval process 
• Firestick for TV/film through projector 
• MPLC Umbrella Licence allows unlimited showings of films or TV programmes 

 
 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Tree Planting 
Copper beech tree and plaque in Morrisons Meadow. 
 
Other matters 
New stone bench by Millennium corner. 
Parish Council Finances 
Thanks to Cllr Mulligan and Cllr Pringle 
Thanks to Cllr Steven Briggs who has stood down from the Parish Council after 24 years. 

 
 
5. Public Questions. 

Cricket Field – Clarification was requested on who could use the cricket field and how it 
belongs to. It was understood to be for use of the village but the signage is unclear. 
A: A copy of the lease agreement with the Cricket Club is held by the solicitor. The 
Parish Council will obtain a copy, but it is understood that the Cricket Club have a 25 yr 
Lease and villagers could use the field outside the cricket season (1st October – 31st 
March) and during the cricket season, any weekday except Saturday and Sunday and 
two weekends with notification to the tenant by the landlord. 
Weeds by the crossing -  A request was made for the weeds by Thornton House and the 
crossing be sprayed and the area tarmac’d. The request would be considered by the 
Parish Council. 
Telephone Kiosk – The Grade 2 listed telephone box is in need of repair. This has been 
discussed by the Parish Council in the past and it would need community support for it 
to be taken over. It will be discussed at the Parish Council meeting. 
Blocked Train Line – The train line used by dog walkers is blocked by a metal bar with a 
small gap for access making it inaccessible for pushchair/wheelchair users. This is 
private land and not an official right of way. 

 
6. Any other matters brought forward 

No other items were brought forward. 
 
 

The Chair thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 7.25pm 
 
 


