
THORNTON IN CRAVEN ANNUAL 

PARISH MEETING 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Village Hall on the 3rd May 2023 at 

6.30pm 

 

Present: Councillor Dean, Chairman  

  Suzie Brown, Head Thornton in Craven Primary School  

  Sharleen Polley, Manager Thornton Hall Nursing Home  

  Mags Smith, Parish Council Clerk 

  14 members of the public  

 

Apologies: 

  North Yorkshire Councillor, Andy Solloway 

 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 

 

1. Approval of Minutes from the meeting held on 11th May 2022 

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th May 2022 

were approved.  

 

 

2. Invited Guests 

• Sharleen Polley, Manager Thornton Hall Nursing Home –  

The nursing home will close on 25th July 2023 and moving to Sackville Street in 

Skipton. A security team will be in place after the closure so the building will be 

secure but won’t be boarded up. The intention is for it to be put up for sale. There 

will be a party for residents and their families on 19th June 1-4pm. Thornton 

residents are welcome to attend though numbers will be limited. 

 

• Suzie Brown – Headteacher Thornton in Craven Primary School –  

Suzie Brown was appointed the new Headteacher from September 2022. She is 

local to the school living in Skipton. 

We have 84 children on roll at the moment and 14 children in our nursery. We 

have 9 Y6 pupils leaving this summer and 11 reception pupils will join us in 

September. We estimate that out pupil numbers from reception to Y6 next year 

will be 86. 

We have 33 children who live in the catchment area. 

 

The Nursery continues to be a great support for the school and feed the school 

numbers to keep out numbers healthy. The class structure remains the same: 

 

N/R 

Y1/2 

Y3/4 

Y5/6 

 



Our class sizes remain small, our largest class number is 26. This is an additional 

selling point for our school.  

Our extended care continues to be very successful; we offer an extended day 

from 8am to 5.30pm from September. This staggers the times that children come 

to school and leave the school and is part of the government expectation that all 

schools offer extended care for pupils. Both are popular and highly regarded by 

our parents. 

 

We are looking to install electric gates and side gate over the school holidays for 

the safety of children and others. 

 

Links with the community and wider world: 

• Virtual visit with Thornton Hill nursing home – we are very sad it is closing, and 

we will not be able to make these visits anymore. 

• Very successful Christmas Service held at St Mary’s. 

• Planned for an Easter service too but had to cancel due to building work. 

• Successful Easter egg roll and bonnet competition was organised by two parents 

of the school and was well attended by the school community as well as others. 

• PTA planned activities using the Village Hall. 

• Four Thornton-in-Craven residents serve on out governing body; two of whose 

children attend the school currently. 

• Work with the church is planned in June for an ecology survey in the church 

grounds. 

• Connecting classrooms project continues linking with a school in Zimbabwe.  

 

The Future: 

• We are developing our outdoor learning areas and the outdoor space including 

further development of the field. We are looking to introduce beehives in the 

future and improve our forest school learning. We will be planting shrubs and 

possibly trees and create seating areas for the children in line with their own 

ideas from committees we have voted for – School Council and Eco Warriors.  

 

 

3. Report from North Yorkshire Councillor 

No report given. 

 

 

4. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

There are some items that I would like to address but firstly I would like to say that 

we are solvent and functioning! 

 

Finances  

Our precept for the year is just over £14,500 and the greatest proportion is taken up 

by prescribed expenses, where there really is little flexibility. 

For example 

Grass cutting approx. £4,000 

Street light maintenance and electricity £4,100 

Insurance £500 

Holding budget for street light upgrading £4,000, maintenance £2,200 

Clerk income £2,500 



We are then careful as to what other projects are undertaken. 

For large projects we would have to rely on accessing a grant from a local charitable 

foundation. 

 

Projects 

This year we replaced the stone benches on the village green from income (£672 

plus installation)  

We have installed a new Village noticeboard opposite the Village Hall, the old ones at 

the top of Boothbridge Lane having raised concerns at the last risk assessment. We 

are grateful to Cllr Andy Solloway for a grant of £1,100, which covered over 90% of 

the cost and installation. 

 

Street lighting  

This is an ongoing, rolling issue. 

The Parish is responsible for 28 lighting columns and 21 of those are LED. It is our 

aim to have all the columns of similar design and lighting fixtures, but the cost is large 

and planning for this improvement is hampered by NYCC not replying in a 

reasonable time scale to our queries and there are frequent delays in installations 

and billing. So we are unable to commit too far in advance. We have however agreed 

to the lights on Boothbridge Lane being our next installation.  

 

Morrisons Meadow 

A Copper beech tree was planted in the back left hand corner of the field to 

commemorate the late Queens Jubilee. 

At present discussions are being held as to whether benches or a tree should be 

erected to celebrate the Coronation in Morrisons Meadow. Tree planting is best 

undertaken during the winter. 

 

Phone Box 

Just to say that the Village is able to adopt the physical box for £1. Is it a Grade II 

listed K6 box. 

The position of the Council not to adopt it continues. 

 

Village Hall 

The Village Hall has its own separate Committee and organisation, but the Parish 

Council would like to extend its heartfelt thanks for all the work that has been done to 

produce this wonderful facility for the Village.  

 

VAS, Speed Awareness Signs 

The VAS system has been in use since April 2021, being swapped between Church 

Road and the A56.  

As well as flashing at or above 31mph, it also records the speed of passing traffic 

and this data was used to help persuade the pacing of speed enforcement cameras 

on Church Road.  

This began in May 2022 and between then and March 2023 there have been 837 

speed offences after 67 visits. 

The speed data for Church Road indicated a decrease after enforcement began but 

speeds have begun to rise. 

My thanks to Martin Lockyer for this information and for the relocation of the cameras 

since April 2021. 

 



Finally I would like to extend my thanks to all the Committee members for their input 

to the functioning of the Parish Council. 

Also to our Clerk Mags Smith, who has been our Clerk for eight years and will be 

retiring next month, she has done sterling work keeping us all informed and in line 

and supporting us with her knowledge and administration. 

You will notice that there is an advert out for her post and also there is a vacancy for 

the committee as I am also retiring. So if anyone is interested then please speak to 

the Clerk after the meeting. 

 

 

5. Public Questions 

• A resident asked if the school children, or adults, would be interested in bell 

ringing. The church is looking for new participants in this activity.  

• A resident asked about the cricket field used by residents – The lease states that 

residents can use the field at certain times during the cricket season. An event 

has been planned for the Coronation picnic to be held there, weather permitting. 

• A resident asked about Nuttercote farm – It is being rebuilt is all the information 

available. 

 

 

6. Any other matters brought forward 

No other items were brought forward. 

 

 

The Chair thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 6.57pm 


