THORNTON-IN-CRAVEN
PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF THORNTON-IN-CRAVEN HELD
AT THORNTON-IN-CRAVEN VILLAGE HALL, 01 MAY 2024

The meeting was chaired by the Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor J
Mallender.

17 electors of the Parish were present, as were the Clerk to the Parish Council Hannah
Sherriff-Jackson and North Yorkshire Councillor Andy Solloway.

Commenced 6.30pm - Closed 7.15pm

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Clir Presley.

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting were approved as a true and accurate
record of the following:

e Annual Parish Meeting held 03 May 2023

3. INVITED GUESTS

Head Teacher — Thornton-In-Craven Primary School

The school currently has 102 children from nursery to year 6. The school’s capacity is
88 pupils.

This year, the school received 17 first choice applications for 11 places.

The recent OFSTED report in November came back as ‘Good’ with aspects having the
potential to be outstanding by the next inspection.

The PTA is planning a community fair on 22" June 2024 at the Cricket Field.

The school has Christmas and Easter services at the church, they are also having a pet
service in June. The school also supported the Easter celebrations at the Village Hall.
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4. REPORT FROM WARD COUNCILLOR

Councillor Solloway reported that North Yorkshire Council is now two years on from
being made into a Unitary Authority and is undergoing a process of restructuring.

Currently, North Yorkshire Council is creating a new Local Plan and is in the process of
harmonising fees and charges across the whole of North Yorkshire.

On 2" May 2024, a Mayor for York and North Yorkshire will be elected. The Mayor’s
office will also take over as Police and Crime Commissioner.

Councillor Solloway reported that he works closely with the Parish Council on a variety
of issues including requesting the street sweeper, enforcement issues and street
lighting. He commended the Parish Council for their hard work.

An elector asked about local committees in North Yorkshire Council. Councillor
Solloway informed the elector that there is an Area Constituency Committee who is
pushing for more delegated powers. There are also area based planning and licensing
committees.

Another elector asked about the speed of the traffic through the village. Councillor
Solloway reported that North Yorkshire Police has a policy to not use fixed speed
cameras. The Parish Council can request speed monitoring and uses VAS data to
assess the average speed through the village, this is currently just under 30mph on the
main road.

The Head Teacher from Thornton-In-Craven Primary School asked Councillor Solloway
about getting awareness signs outside the school and on the crossing. Councillor
Solloway will chase this up with Highways. Councillor Solloway also informed the
meeting that he had put forward the request for double yellow lines outside the schooal,
however this request was refused by Highways.

5. CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor J Mallender gave the following Annual
Report for 2023/24:

Finances

We are okay financially and completing our duties.
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Our Precept this year has slightly increased to a little over £16,000 (£16,126.86) up
5.6%.

Our expenses are much the same as they have been in previous years with a slight
inflationary increase.

Projects

This year we have purchased a bench to commemorate the Coronation of the King.
This will be placed in Morrisons Meadow soon, now the weather has improved.

We have ordered the remaining streetlight works to complete that project.

We are going to be making some wildflower areas on the grass verges over the next
few weeks and months.

We are planning on the purchase of a picnic bench for Morrisons Meadow.
VAS

The VAS system has been in use since April 2021, being swapped between Church
Road and the A56. As well as flashing at or above 31mph, it also records the speed of
passing traffic and this data was used to help persuade the placing of speed
enforcement cameras on Church Road.

My thanks to Councillor Lockyer for looking after this and collating the figures.
Clerk Change

| would like to welcome Hannah to the Clerk position and say thank you to her for her
work this year.

Village Hall

The Village Hall has its own separate Committee and organisation, but the Parish
Council would like to extend its heartfelt thanks for all the work that has been done to
produce this wonderful facility for the village.

Village Tidy

Please could you all join us this Sunday (5" May 2024) for the village tidy up, brews and
cakes provided!

Finally, | would like to extend my thanks to all the Committee members for their input to
the functioning of the Parish Council.
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6. PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Village Tidy Up: This is taking place at 11am on Sunday 5" May, all equipment will be
provided.

Wildflower Areas: The first area will be on Church Road. The Parish Council will see
what the public response is to the first area and continue to other areas in the future.

Grass Cutting Policy on Old Road: Councillor Mallender will chase this up.

Improving connections between the church and the village: The village would benefit
from more information coming from the church about what events are happening,
maybe in the format of an e-newsletter or on social media. An elector informed the
meeting that there will be a coffee morning at the church on May Day.

Village Hall: The Chairman of the Village Hall Committee informed the meeting that the
Village Hall is doing well.

Locality Funding: Councillor Solloway informed the meeting that he has a budget of
£10,000 per year for local groups to apply for funding towards projects. The funding is
subject to a minimum application of £300 and maximum of £4000 and requires match
funding.

Village Trust: An elector informed the meeting that Thornton Village Trust is offering a
sum of money (up to £250) to assist not-for-profit groups and activities to take place in
the village.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

No other business was discussed.




